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Senior biology major Antonio Peña 
has been attending Chi Alpha Christian 
Fellowship meetings for a year and said the 
group helps him deal with peer pressure. 
“The unity itself makes me stronger 
as a Christian, because knowing that 
there are a lot of other students like me, 
it gives me motivation to continue to 
pursue the Lord, and go on day by day 
knowing that I’m not the only one that 
goes through peer pressure,” Peña said. 
He encourages students not to 
give in to pressure. He cited the 
case of a friend who was recently 
arrested for possession of drugs.
“That’s an example where I said it 
doesn’t matter what they’re trying to 
tell me,” he said. “I have my beliefs, 
I have Jesus and I didn’t need those 
things. [My friends] wanted me to 
be there and do bad stuff, and I said 
no, because it’s against my beliefs.” 
Student Health Services Director 
Eugenia Curet said a 2001 study 
showed that colleges across 
the nation suffer from students 
engaging in drug and alcohol abuse. 
“Alcohol and drug abuse is a 
problem among college students,” 
Curet said. “Part of the problem, too, 
is that it comes from peer pressure.”
Curet said students struggle with 
many pressures--from parents, teachers, 
friends and themselves--which can lead 
students to engage in risky behavior. 
“Students at UTB, like any other college, 
have peer pressure. Some of the pressure 
comes mostly from academic problems, 
financial problems, family, career 
choices,” she said. “Some of the reasons 
that students feel pressure is because they 
compete with others for better grades.”
Curet said students should stay 
away from alcohol and drug abuse 
because they are addictive and can 
put their and others’ lives at risk. 
“It’s not only the social impact on the 
students’ ability to function well, but 
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Fifth in a Series
UTB/TSC staff reminds students to just say no
By Marlane Rodriguez
The Collegian
Stacy G. Found/Collegian 
UTB/TSC defender Dillon 
Gaffney jumps over goalie 
Sam Butler, who stopped 
Gaffney’s ball from going 
into the net during practice 
last Wednesday on the 
UTB/TSC soccer field. UTB/
TSC was scheduled to play 
away against the University 
of St. Thomas–Houston last 
Thursday. Results were not 




15 MiGuel anGel RobeRtS/Collegian
Brownsville City Commissioner at 
Large “B” Rose Gowen (from left), 
City Manager Charlie Cabler, Public 
Information Services Department 
Director Jerry Hedgecock, District 2 
City Commissioner Jessica Tetreau-
Kalifa and Brownsville Public 
Library System Advisory Board 
member Maria Treviño cut the 
ribbon Sept. 13, officially opening 
the Public Computing Center at the 





The Texas Southmost College board 
of trustees has voted to approve 
an amendment to a contract for 
information technology outsourcing 
services and a contract for electronic 
textbooks.
Earlier this year, TSC trustees 
approved an $800,000 contract with 
Dynamic Campus for phase one of 
the services, TSC Vice President of 
Finance and Administration Chet Lewis 
reminded the board during its meeting 
Thursday night.
“We are on a very aggressive timeline,” 
Lewis said. “We have to have student 
record information and web services 
available so students can start enrolling 
in the spring, so all these services need 
to be up and running.”
He said the college would still be 
responsible for buying an enterprise 
system, for the maintenance agreements 
that go along with the system and other 
software and hardware systems. 
Lewis said the amendment to 
the contract is for outsourcing the 
implementation of the enterprise 
research planning system, the business 
intelligence solutions, database 
administration, network managing, 
voiceover IP services and user support 
services, among others.
“The amendment would begin Jan. 1 
and would run through Aug. 31, which 
is the end of Fiscal Year 2013,” Lewis 
said. “That increment amount would be 
$2,042,856. For Fiscal Year 2014, the 
amount would be $3,568,944 and for 
2015, it would $3,824,616.”
He noted that the contract could be 
ended with six months’ notice. 
 “The website is up and running,” 
said Richard Middaugh, a senior vice 
president of Dynamic Campus. “We 
are making improvements to it on a 
regularly basis and supporting it under 
the direction of Dr. [Lily] Tercero. 
E-mail is running; we’ve separated the 
e-mail systems from the University of 
Texas at Brownsville, so TSC has its own 
e-mail system.” 
TSC President Lily Tercero said 
information technology “is one of the 
greatest investments that any institution 
across the country ever makes. Other 
than people and facilities, this is the 
largest investment. Our college, because 
of the unique situation that we are in, 
was challenged to find an approach in a 
process that would allow us to get where 
we needed to get. Given our situation, 
which was limited resources and short 
time, I think we found the solution.”
Pearson Learning Solutions Executive 
Director Sylvia Herrera-Alaniz, a Rio 
TSC board amends IT outsourcing pact




Texas Southmost College 
board of trustees 
Chair Francisco “Kiko” 
Rendon presents Olivia 
Besteiro with a resolution 
Thursday night honoring 
her late husband, Albert 
A. Besteiro Jr., who 
served as president of 
TSC from 1977 until 
1985.
See TSC, Page 13
Michelle eSpinoza/Collegian
Joe Molina/Collegian
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After exercising at the REK 
Center or getting out of dance 
class or a hard test, hunger and 
relaxation will be a priority on 
students’ minds.  Check out 
these campus hot spots to chill.
El Comedor:  This place 
in the Student Union is where 
Chick-fil-A serves sandwiches, 
salads, beverages and desserts 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday. 
Breakfast is served from 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, lunch from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. or until 3 
p.m. Friday. Prices range from 
$2.20 to $7.35 (tax included).
For more information, 
call Chick-fil-A Manager 
Adriana Chapa at 882-7197.
La Sala: Also located in 
the Student Union, this place 
offers comfortable seating 
for students to meet between 
classes and tables for them 
to study on the second floor. 
For more information, call 
Eric G. Morales, Student 
Union building services 
supervisor at 882-5177.
Café at University 
Boulevard Library: 
This café is located at 2035 
University Blvd. and offers 
a variety of pre-prepared 
sandwiches, snacks, frozen 
treats and beverages from 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday. Prices range 25-
cent gum to $3.50 sandwiches. 
Its best seller: coffee, served 
all day for only $1.19.
Campus hot spots Great places to eat 
and relax 
Students study on Sept. 11 in the café next to the University Library.
Sophomore history education major 
Viviana Hernandez (from left), freshman 
diagnostic medical sonography major Ana 
Rocha and Maricruz Rangel eat Chick-fil-A 
food at El Comedor in the Student Union. UTB/TSC students hang out with friends in the Student Union’s La Sala.
Stacy G. Found/Collegian Photos 
By Eréndira Santillana
THE COLLEGIAN Nine students are seeking 
five freshman seats in the UTB/
TSC Student Government 
Association. The election 
began on Blackboard at 
8 a.m. today and will end 
at 4 p.m. Tuesday. Only 
freshmen are eligible to vote.
Running for a senator position 
are Rafael A. Chico, George A. 
Garcia, Christian Gonzales, 
Kimberly Guajardo, Jessica 
Guzman, Deborah Herrera, 
Elizabeth Hurtado, Jacqueline 
Lee and Virginia Sauceda.
The senate currently consists 
of 19 members, but 12 seats 
remain vacant in addition to 
the freshman seats: two for the 
School of Business, two for the 
College of Nursing, three for the 
College of Education, one for the 
College of Biomedical Sciences 
and Health Professions, two 
for graduate senators and 
two for senators at large. 
During last Tuesday’s 
meeting, the SGA passed two 
resolutions related to the Rock 
the Vote and Winter Bash events.
Resolution No. 5 authorizes 
the donation of $300 to pay 
for food or any other items for 
the Oct. 3 Rock the Vote event 
sponsored by Student Life. 
SGA members will volunteer 
at the event that will promote 
voting among students. 
The event will take place 
on the Student Union lawn.
In Resolution No. 6, the 
senate authorized spending 
no more than $550 for 
supplies, food, decorations 
and any other items needed to 
host a Winter Bash in which 
the group will collect toys 
and blankets for the needy 
during the holiday season. 
During the Let Your Voice Be 
Heard segment of the meeting, 
Audrey Viguier, a lecturer 
in the Modern Languages 
Department, expressed her 
interest in joining SGA’s Student 
Supreme Court as a justice.
“I am applying to be part 
of the Supreme Court of the 
student government. … I 
would be really excited to 
be part of it,” Viguier said.
Judicial Affairs Coordinator 
and SGA Adviser David 
Marquez told The Collegian 
that the Student Supreme 
Court consists of four student 
justices and one faculty justice.
Viguier already has been 





9 students in race 
for 5 seats in SGA
Modern Languages Lecturer 
Audrey Viguier asks the SGA to be 
appointed to the faculty position 
on the Student Supreme Court. 
By Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN
Members of the Student Government Association vote to set aside no 
more than $300 for food or other items needed for the upcoming Rock 
the Vote event. Shown (from left) are SGA President Arturo Guerra, Vice 
President of Administration Karla Lozoya, Vice President of Policy and 
Procedure Stephanie Mendez, Vice President of Accounting and Finance 
Pedro Rangel, Vice President of Historical Archives Elizabeth Ayala, 
Senator for the College of Science, Mathematics and Technology Magnolia 
Alcantar and Senator for the College of Nursing Karen Marie Zamora.
Bryan romero/Collegian Photos
See SENATE, Page 11
An Employee Help Center has 
been opened to assist faculty and 
staff impacted by the separation 
between UT-Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College.
Located in Cortez Hall 118, 
employees of the university will 
have access to computers while 
receiving information on job 
search, financial counseling, 
stress management, benefits 
and retirement assistance and 
counseling through the Employee 
Assistance Program (EAP), 
according to a campuswide 
announcement issued on Sept. 10.
Liza Benson, the Employee 
Help Center coordinator, said 
the university is going to host 
several events to assist faculty 
and staff during the transition.
“This is phase one of 
beginning to provide some 
services for staff,” Benson said.
The first two workshops will 
assist UTB employees with 
building their résumé, she said.
Communication Professor 
Offering a helping hand
University to conduct workshops 
for faculty and staff who are laid off 
Communication Professor Louis K. 
Falk assists a staff member with 
résumé preparation during last 
Wednesday’s “Résumé Building” 
workshop. Another workshop is 
tentatively scheduled at noon 
Wednesday in Cortez Hall 118. Samantha ruiz/Collegian
By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN
See HAND, Page 11
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 Police Reports
Monday, Sept. 3
3:04 p.m.: A toilet and a bathtub 
overflowed in two rooms inside Casa Bella, 
spilling into the bedrooms. The students 
inside the rooms were temporarily moved 
until Physical Plant is able to fix the issue. 
The damage was estimated at $300.
Tuesday, Sept. 4
3:56 p.m.: A student reported that she 
was sold the wrong book by another 
student who would not resp0nd to her calls 
and messages. The student said she met the 
other student online in a book purchasing 
website and they decided to meet in 
person in the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center. She agreed to buy a 
“College Writers Fourth Edition” book 
from the other student for $30. After the 
transaction was made and the students 
walked away from each other, she noticed 
that the other student had given her the 
“Longwood Guide to Writing.” When she 
turned to look for the seller, she was gone. 
She tried to contact her via Facebook and 
phone calls to get her money back but the 
student would not answer. The student 
gave the Campus Police officer the other 
student’s contact information and said she 
believed the student intentionally sold her 
the wrong book. The Campus Police officer 
told her that she could not assume that 
because she had the opportunity to review 
the book before buying it. Campus Police 
called the other student with the number 
given and another woman answered. She 
told the officer that she lent her phone to the 
student that day so she could make a phone 
call. She said she would let the student 
know Campus Police needed to talk to her.
Thursday, Sept. 6
8:15 p.m.: A staff member reported that 
another staff member damaged a door in the 
Village at Fort Brown apartments. She said 
that the staff member had to pry the lock on 
the door to get to the breaker box located 
in the back patio area of the apartment. 
The estimated damage to the door is $200.
9:50 p.m.: A Casa Bella resident 
assistant found bottles of alcohol inside 
an apartment. Only one bottle had a small 
amount of liquor and the others were being 
used for display only. The resident was 
informed that under Texas law, it is illegal 
for a minor to be in possession of alcohol. 
The resident assistant said she was going to 
throw the bottles in the trash. The resident 
was not cited but a copy of the report was 
forwarded to the Dean of Students Office.
Friday, Sept. 7
6 p.m.: Campus Police conducted a walk-
through of the Regional Academic Health 
Center after a young man who went inside 
was not seen coming out. The teenager 
was found sitting on the entrance steps 
with two salads in his hands. The officer 
recalled him going in empty-handed and 
asked him where he had gotten the salads. 
The youth told him his mom works inside 
the building and that he got them from an 
office inside. The officer went inside the 
building to confirm the story. He noticed 
that the entrance doors and the offices 
inside were unlocked. The youth told the 
officer his mother was in the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center with his 
brother. The mother was contacted, met 
with the officer, and told him that she had 
asked her son to go inside the building to 
pick up the salads. She was advised that 
she needed to be in the office when her 
son visits the area after hours. She said she 
understood and it would not happen again. 
The officer then secured the building. 
--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between Sept. 3 and 7.
The Brownsville City Commission 
has voted unanimously to adopt an 
$88.2 million budget for Fiscal Year 
2013 and an ad valorem tax rate of 
70.0613 cents per $100 valuation.
Earlier this month, city officials 
revised the budget to include 
an additional $214,278 for new 
expenditures and to add several 
positions, including a liaison 
officer for both the mayor and 
commissioners at a salary of $40,250. 
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo 
Longoria Jr. questioned the liaison 
position’s necessity during the Sept. 
4 meeting and told Chief Financial 
Officer Pete Gonzalez he would bring 
the matter to the mayor’s attention 
at the next commission meeting.
On Sept. 16, Longoria asked 
Mayor Tony Martinez to provide 
him with the job description 
of the liaison position. 
Longoria said he has always 
been under the impression that 
liaisons to the city commission 
are the city manager and his staff. 
Martinez said that in order 
to “keep up with the times” and 
better represent Brownsville 
worldwide, the city needs a staff 
member dedicated to maintaining 
communication between city 
officials and the city commission, 
both in Brownsville and afar. 
City Manager Charlie Cabler 
noted the position is no longer titled 
liaison officer, but instead assistant 
to the commissioners and mayor. 
The budget presented to the 
commission on Sept. 17 included 
additional revenues of $130,814 and 
expenditures nearing $400,000. 
The additional expenditures are for a 
maintenance supervisor, carpenter, 
code enforcement officer, bicycle/
pedestrian coordinator, and repairs 
to the air conditioning system of 
the Historic Brownsville Museum.
Last Tuesday, the commission 
voted to accept the second and final 
reading of the ordinance levying an 
ad valorem tax rate of 70.0613 cents 
per $100 valuation for FY 2013. It is 
the same rate as the current year’s.
The motion was voiced aloud 
by Commissioner at Large “B” 
Rose Gowen, as required by law.
 “I move that the property tax rate 
be increased by the adoption of the 
tax rate of .700613 cents, which is 
effectively a 1.59 percent increase 
in the tax rate,” Gowen read. 
Martinez said that although the 
motion’s wording was confusing, 
the fact of the matter remained: 
“there isn’t going to be an increase 





Chief Financial Officer Pete Gonzalez presents the final budget proposal for Fiscal 
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iThink
How Has     your college Dating experience been?
--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez 








“Well, so far it started off pretty strong. I 
believe I first started off looking for girls, 
obviously. But with college came responsibility 
and with responsibility I ended up getting a 
girlfriend. Now, I am just trying to focus on my 
studies. I am trying to do what’s right, from 




far has been, 
well, not good. 
I haven’t really 
dated. Well, I’m 
not really looking 
for anybody. 
So I’m mainly 
focusing on 
school right now. 




allow it.” And if 
you were dating 
where would you 
go? “The park, I 
mean, because 
it’s nice and 
good weather.” 
“It’s OK. I really 
don’t have 
time for boys. 




make time for 
boys? “I would 
do study dates 
or homework 




of thing.” So, 
you would stay 
close to campus 
while dating? 
“Yes, for sure 
stay focused 
on school, get 
those A’s.” 
Someone told me that there is not 
one book written for everybody, 
not one book that applies to and 
appeals to everyone. Immediately, 
I thought of the one book that 
can relate to everyone, the Bible.
I can’t read something like 
“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) 
and not think this was meant for 
everyone. Notice how the verse 
says, “all,” because He is not 
excluding anyone from His offer. 
Jesus is inviting you to bring 
Him what is burdening you and 
making you weary because we all, 
in at least one point in our lives, 
have felt yoked by something or 
someone. At one point, we’ve felt 
overwhelmed and needed rest 
for our souls. We all have felt 
humiliated, rejected, attacked, 
judged and impure and needed 
someone to say, “Let he who has 
never sinned cast the first stone,” 
like Jesus did for the adulteress. 
Like Matthew, the tax collector, 
do you have a reputation that 
has left you as an outcast or 
friendless? Jesus took him in. Are 
you like Martha, who is frustrated 
with tedious and mundane tasks, 
and need joy? Like the woman 
who lived a very sinful life, do 
you need to pour your sorrows 
at His feet? Are you spiritually 
dead and, like Lazarus, need to 
be brought back to life?  Are you 
like the rebellious son who needs 
to come home, the lost sheep that 
needs to be found or the dropped 
coin that needs to find its value? 
Are you like Joseph who was 
betrayed by his family and in need 
of justice? Do you need freedom 
and forgiveness from your past, 
like the Samaritan woman at 
the well who had five husbands? 
Are you laden by temptations 
and bad habits and need 
Him to sympathize with your 
weaknesses? Because like us, He 
was tempted in every way, yet was 
without sin.  Are you like Mary’s 
husband Joseph, confused and 
need an angel to appear to you? 
We can all relate to the disciple 
Peter, who lost faith for a second, 
nearly drowned and needed 
rescuing. Like the disciples, we 
all need someone who sees our 
greatness beyond our normality 
and calls us to a life of abundant 
adventure. Maybe you’re like the 
disciple Thomas, doubtful and 
need to feel Jesus’ wounds. Like 
the Apostle Paul, do you feel as 
if you are the worst of sinners 
and need to experience His 
unlimited patience and mercy? 
Or like Joshua who needs courage 
to continue on a treacherous 
journey? Or like David, facing 
giants and in need of strength? 
The people God touched in 
the Bible are just like you and 
me, imperfect, weary, frustrated 
and scared. We can relate to one 
or all of them. The Bible is His 
story to and for everyone, and 





Where will the UTB Ocelot 
choose to make 
its den?
WOODBRIDGE, Va.-- 
The presidential campaigns 
were trying to win older 
voters Friday with speeches 
before the AARP and a new 
video produced by President 
Obama’s campaign that argued 
rival Mitt Romney derides 
seniors behind closed doors.
Republican vice presidential 
nominee Paul Ryan 
reassured attendees at the 
AARP convention in New 
Orleans that he and Romney 
care about senior citizens.
“Mitt Romney and I share 
your concerns,” Ryan said 
in remarks prepared for 
delivery provided by the 
campaign in advance. “And 
we respect you enough to 
level with you. We respect 
all the people of this country 
enough to talk about the clear 
choices we face on Medicare, 
Social Security, the economy, 
and the kind of country 
our children will inherit.”
Ryan argued that Obama’s 
health care law has weakened 
Medicare, the popular 
federal entitlement program 
for seniors, and said the 
Republican ticket would give 
seniors more choice in their 
health care coverage if elected.
Americans 50 and older--
the age that qualifies for AARP 
membership --are an especially 
important demographic for 
the candidates to persuade 
because they register in greater 
numbers than those who are 
younger and are almost twice 
as likely to cast their ballot. An 
Associated Press-GfK poll that 
was released last week found 
Romney was favored by seniors 
likely to vote, 52 percent 
to 41 percent for Obama.
Obama planned to appear 
before Ryan live via satellite 
from Woodbridge, Va., where 
he was holding a rally Friday. 
He also tried to win seniors 
by beginning an ad Friday in 
Colorado, Florida and Iowa 
that argued Romney and 
Ryan would turn Medicare 
into a voucher program that 
could raise seniors’ health 
costs by up to $6,400 a year.
Independent groups have 
said that a House Republican 
budget proposal led by Ryan 
could lead to higher costs for 
older Americans. But exactly 
how much is far from clear. 
The ad relies on the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities, 
a liberal-leaning think 
tank, for the figure it cites.
Ryan said his plan would 
create competition among 
private insurance providers 
and bring down costs. “Our 
idea is to force insurance 
companies to compete against 
each other to better serve 
seniors, with more help for the 
poor and the sick--and less help 
for the wealthy,” Ryan said.
Obama’s campaign tried to 
keep the focus on Romney’s 
closed door remarks by 
releasing an online video that 
argued “Romney thinks more 
than half of senior citizens 
‘don’t’ care for their lives.’”
It played portions of the 
remarks that Romney delivered 
to donors while being secretly 
recorded in which he said nearly 
half of voters support Obama 
who pay no federal income tax, 
are dependent on government 
and believe they are victims. 
“My job is not to worry 
about those people. I’ll never 
convince them they should take 
personal responsibility and 
care for their lives,” Romney 
said in the recording, made in 
May and published last week 
on the Mother Jones website.
Senior citizens receiving 
Medicare make up about 15 
percent of those getting federal 
benefits; about 22 percent 
of those not paying income 
tax are seniors who get tax 
breaks that offset their income.
Romney was holding 
a campaign rally Friday 
in Nevada, where he was 
expected to continue pressing 
Obama on his comment 
that “you can’t change 
Washington from the inside.”
“I can change Washington,” 
Romney said Thursday. “I 
will change Washington. 
We’ll get the job done from 
the inside. Republicans and 
Democrats will come together.”
The president’s campaign 
countered quickly by noting 
that Romney said exactly that 
in 2007, when he was running 
for the 2008 Republican 
nomination: “I don’t think 
you change Washington 
from the inside. I think you 
change it from the outside.”
Polling shows Obama with 
a slight lead nationally, as 
well as in many of the eight 
or so battleground states 
that will decide the election. 
That includes Virginia, where 
Democrats with access to 
internal polling say Obama 
is up 3 or 4 percentage points 
over Romney in Virginia, 
a slimmer margin than in 
some recent public polling.
Obama has also pulled 
ahead of Romney in cash 
on hand, a key measure of a 
campaign’s financial strength. 
The Democrat has more 
than $88 million to spend in 
the campaign’s final weeks, 
while Romney has just over 
$50 million at his disposal.
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‘I dont think you 
change Washington 
from the inside. I 
think you change it 
from the outside.’




ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT6 September 24, 2012THE COLLEGIAN
Borderline LivingSpotlighting the valley’S moSt intereSting       placeS and eventS











multisports fields, five softball/
baseball fields, a BMX Track, a 
skate park, a walking/jogging trail, 
a playground area and five sand 
volleyball courts. The park is open from 
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week, 
and until 11 p.m. during the summer. 
Raymundo del Fierro rides 
down the BMX Track Sept. 
16 in the Brownsville 
Sports Park as Michael 
Hull (background) waits 
for his turn. Skate and 
bike hours are 9 a.m. to 
10 p.m. 
Stacy G. Found/Collegian photos
Leonel Casanova 
Jr. shows his 
skateboarding skills at 
the Brownsville Sports 
Park. Leonel said he 
skateboards at the 
park every Sunday.
Janie Ramos prepares to hit the ball over the net as she plays volleyball with her family Sept. 16 at the Brownsville 
Sports Park. The Ramos family plays volleyball three times a week. 
Reaching for the stars 
Third-grader Karen Silva (from left), her sister Aisha and her mother Yolanda use the touch screen 
of a Microsoft Surface Table Sept. 13 during the grand opening of the new Public Computing 
Center at the Brownsville Public Library Main Branch on Central Boulevard. The center has 
more than 180 computers for public use, 98 of which are for adults to access the Internet and 
online resources. A new room specifically for young adults called Space14s (Space for Teens) 
has a high-tech space theme. Teens will have access to gaming equipment and multimedia 
equipment for making and editing movies. The Public Computing Center was funded by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the City of Brownsville. Additional equipment 
funding was provided by the Institute of Museum and Library Services and Best Buy Foundation. 
Brownsville 
residents log 
in Sept. 13 at 
the Internet 
Resource Center 
that is part of 
the new Public 
Computing 
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The Arts Center’s stage was 
filled with cultural fireworks of 
color and sound when Grupo 
Folklórico Tizatlán and Mariachi 
Escorpión came onstage 
Sept. 14 for Fiesta Mexicana. 
Fiesta Mexicana is a 
celebration of Mexican culture 
that is prevalent in Brownsville 
and commemorates Mexico’s 
independence from Spain. 
It also kicked off the local 
observance of national Hispanic 
Heritage Month, which runs 
from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. 
The songs the mariachi 
performed ranged from folk 
to romance and were all well 
received by the audience. 
“La Madrugada,” “Fiesta en 
Jalisco” and “El Son de la Negra” 
kept the crowd tapping their 
feet and clapping their hands. 
Mariachi Escorpión 
continued its repertoire 
by paying homage to the 
bolero, songs that tug at one’s 
heartstrings: “Tatuajes,” “Y 
Ahora Me Aguanto,” and 
“Fue un Placer Conocerte.” 
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán 
left the audience in awe 
with its colorful outfits and 
perfect dance steps. Members 
performed and dressed in 
accordance to the Mexican state 
they were honoring. In one 
instance, the dancers performed 
“El Revolcadero” “Virginias” 
and “Mis Cositas” in the state 
of Durango’s traditional attire. 
Fiesta Mexicana was 
produced and directed by the 
Office of Student Life. Masters 
of ceremony were Normalinda 
Vera, a communication major, 
and Moises Grimaldo, an 
international business major 
and UTB Radio station manager.
UTB/TSC’s traditional 
monthlong series of activities 
celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
has been reduced to three key 
events due to an 84 percent 
reduction in funding for the 
multicultural program this 
year, The Collegian reported 
in its Sept. 17 issue. The 
budget has been cut from 
$25,000 to $4,000, university 
officials told the paper.
Regardless of the budget 
cut for the university’s 
multicultural programming, 
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán 
and Mariachi Escorpión will 
continue business as usual.
“Our recitals for my dance 
company are self-sustaining,” 
said Health and Human 
Performance Chair Zelma Mata, 
who leads Grupo Folklórico 
Tizatlán. “We pay for them 
out of the profits that we make 
from our performances. The 
reality of the budget constraints 
is real and whenever you have 
limited funds, there are very 
difficult decisions to be made.”
Asked how she felt the 
budget cut would affect campus 
life, Mata replied: “It will 
not only affect campus life, 
but across the board because 
even our community comes 
and attends these functions. 
But, that’s the reality.
“Whenever you have budget 
cuts like this, it also challenges 
us to think of other ways to 
promote the culture. Other ways 
that do not require the funding. 
I don’t think that we should 
stop. I think we should think of 
other ways. And you would be 
surprised how creative some 
students can become when you 
tell them ‘there is no money 
for this, but what do you think 
we can do?’  I bet students can 
think of other ways to enrich 
the community and our campus 
community with the promotion 
of multicultural education.”
Mariachi Escorpión’s 
Director Antonio Briseño said 
his group also raises funds.
“We raise our own 
funds,” Briseño said. “We 
have performances; we do 
weddings, quinceañeras, 
grand openings and political 
functions. … Our chairperson 
has been very supportive and 
so has our faculty. I’ve lived 
without a budget for years 
and we are fortunate with 
the support group we have.” 
Asked what name the 
mariachi would take after 
UT-Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College end their 
partnership, he replied: “I 
was actually thinking of 
Mariachi de la Campana, 
because of the [university’s 
new symbol, the] bell. Or, I 
don’t know, maybe an Aztec 
name or just UTB Mariachi. 
… I’m still thinking about it.”
Mariachi Escorpión 
will perform at 8 p.m. 
Oct. 6 in the Arts Center. 
A memorable fiesta




Members of Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán perform a traditional dance from the coastal 
Mexican state of Nayarit during Fiesta Mexicana, held Sept. 15 in the Arts Center. 












Sophomore marketing major Pamela Escobar waits for an answer to her question on 
leadership skills during the Student Organization Leadership Conference held Sept. 
15 in the Student Union. About 65 college and high school students attended the 
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Players moved 3-foot-
tall chess pieces across a 
16-by-16-foot board Sept. 15 
during Brownsville’s Build a 
Better Block event at Market 
Square.
The games, hosted for the 
second time by the UTB/
TSC Chess Team, were one of the main 
attractions at the city-organized event. 
Team members also taught residents 
how to play the game.
“We were there for a good portion of 
the day,” said Chess Program Director 
Russell Harwood, “and we had a decent 
turnout.”
The chess team stayed until the end 
of the daylong event, playing with 
bystanders and children interested in 
becoming more involved with the sport. 
United Brownsville brought together 
vendors and the Brownsville Community 
Improvement Corp. organized the event.
“The purpose of [Build a Better 
Block] is to offer free entertainment to 
citizens in this care-free environment,” 
said Luciana Morales, a UTB/TSC 
graduate student in communication and 
volunteer outreach specialist for United 
Brownsville. “We wanted to test how 
the people would react to a different 
downtown and let them imagine our city 
in a different perspective.”
The next Build a Better Block event 
will take place Oct. 20. 
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it also affects the function of the brain. 
It affects the way in which students 
can make reasonable decisions,” Curet 
said. “It can impair their ability to 
perform in school and to cope with all 
the demands that college life presents.”
Although Student Health Services 
does not offer rehabilitation 
services yet, Curet said there is 
counseling available for students.
 “We have counseling [for] when 
students are stressed out,” she said. “We 
also do campus health events, to have the 
students not engage in risky behavior, like 
drug or alcohol abuse or even relationships 
that can bring them health problems.”
Next month, Student Health Services 
will offer yoga classes twice a month so that 
students can learn how to relax, Curet said. 
 “We’re also going to be offering, at least 
once a month, a class of stress reduction [and] 
relaxation through meditation,” she said. 
Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, a student 
organization on campus, also offers support 
for students dealing with peer pressure.
“I know peer pressure can be very 
hard at times,” said Milagro Hernandez, 
the club adviser. “I think they just need 
to learn to walk away, to be secure 
of themselves and stand up for what 
they believe and what they think.
“Sometimes it’s not easy but it’s the 
best thing. If you know it’s something 
that is not going to help you become a 
better person, then it’s not going to be 
the wise decision. As we know, drugs 
and drinking can harm you, it can harm 
your health, it can harm the way you 
think, the way you act around people.”
Hernandez, the special events 
coordinator for the University Libraries, 
said the best thing for students to 
do when facing peer pressure is 
to find support from other peers. 
“An alternative to do is to be able 
to find a group of people that will be 
there to support you when you’re going 
through this peer pressure in life,” 
Hernandez said. “Sometimes, we need 
to be around people that have a positive 
attitude, and help you be secure of 
yourself, help you grow as a person.”
As a former member of the organization, 
Hernandez said the group had an impact 
on her life and exists to help students 
with education, encouragement and faith.
“It’s a Christian club that wants to be 
there for you, to be able to listen to you, 
to be able to pray for you,” she said. 
“We can help you believe and grow in 
God’s promises which are in His word. …
 “We live in a world where there is 
good and there is bad, but God wants 
good for us,” she said. “If God gives 
us the opportunity to come to college, 
to come and get an education, then 
we should take advantage of that.”
Hernandez said Chi Alpha 
encourages students not to give up 
when they feel tired and discouraged.
“Don’t give up because God is going to 
give you strength to be able to surpass 
everything,” she said. “It says in His word, 
that we can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us. That means that we will be 
able to reach our goal that we have in life.” 
Peña said Chi Alpha offers friendships 
that don’t put students on the spot. 
“Peer pressure is always going to be 
around, there’s no way around it,” he 
said. “Before and after Chi Alpha, I’ve 
always had peer pressure,” he said. “I 
realized that there are greater things in 
life than trying to be on the cool side.”
The organization meets 
at 1 p.m. every Friday in the 
Student Union’s Salón Gardenia.
PEER
Continued from Page 1
Square dance with chess team







A member of the UTB/TSC Chess Team (right) plays 
against two Build a Better Block attendees on the life-size 
chess board Sept. 15 at Brownsville’s Market Square.
Cleiri Quezada/Collegian
On behalf of the Academic Advising 
Center, we welcome you to the Fall 2012 
semester at the University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College. As with any new venture, 
there will be questions and concerns, 
especially for incoming freshmen, on 
your mission to meet your academic 
and career goals. Academic advisers are 
located across campus and in the main 
center. They are available to address 
any questions you may have regarding 
majors or programs of study (degree 
plans) available at UTB and Texas 
Southmost College.
Academic advisers can also provide 
assistance in the declaration of your 
major, course selection, important 
academic deadlines, meeting 
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 
requirements and other campus 
resources available to you. For new 
freshmen, academic advisers can play a 
key role in helping you adjust to your 
new environment and get started on the 
right foot.  
Throughout the fall and spring 
semesters, we will publish articles in 
The Collegian designed to enhance your 
study and test-taking skills, explore 
online services, keep you updated 
with any new programs of study and 
address general topics tailored to help 
you succeed academically. Academic 
advisers are available to provide 
support and guidance as you follow the 
road map through your college career. 
It is important that you communicate 
regularly with your academic adviser 
so that we can monitor progress toward 
your degree completion. We can also 
teach you how to utilize university 
resources to maximize your educational 
experience and assist you in clarifying 
your academic goals toward your career 
pathway.  
In addition, mandatory advising will be 
conducted each semester to give students 
an opportunity to meet with their 
respective academic advisers and address 
questions regarding degree plans, as well 
as receive course recommendations for 
the upcoming Spring 2013 semester. Call 
us at 882-7362, or send us an e-mail at 
academicadvising@utb.edu to set up 
your appointment. You can also reach the 
various college academic advisers at the 
following locations:
--For general academic advising, the 
College of Biomedical Sciences and 
Health Professions and University 
College: Lightner Center (882-7362)
--College of Liberal Arts: Cardenas Hall 
South 246 (882-7474)
--College of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology: SET-B 1.334 (882-5732 or 
882-7949)
--College of Education: EDBC 1.102 
(882-7466)
--College of Business: EDBC 1.402 
(882-5804)
--College of Nursing: LHSB 2.720A 
(882-5071) 
We look forward to your visit. Your 
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Name: Sigma Psi Delta
Purpose: To promote 
sisterhood and community 
service as well as uphold our 
symbols (daisy, tiara and 
dolphin) and bring female 
unity to the University of Texas 
at Brownsville.
President: Janeth Robles








Adviser: Heather Olague, 
University Scholars coordinator
Activities:  Participates in 
Join-A-Club Day, Halloween 
Havoc, Constitution Day, Greek 
Ball, among others.
Community service: 
Volunteers twice a semester 
at Goodwill, Texas Adopt 
a Highway program and 
the Children’s Museum of 
Brownsville.
Achievements:  Named 
Student Organization of 
the Year in 2010, 2011 and 
2012 and from 2008 to 2012 
won the Scorpion Circle 
award, which recognizes a 
student organization that 
is in compliance with all 
administrative paperwork, 
attends all Student 
Organization Council meetings, 
completes risk assessment 
training and all requirements 
and requests from the Office of 
Student Life. 
Meetings:  5 p.m. each 
Sunday in LHSB 2.604
Membership 
requirements: Be a female 
UTB student with a grade-point 
average of 2.5 or higher.
Dues: A $25 pledge fee and 
$25 “little sister” fee. After 
becoming a member, dues are 
$100 every semester
For more information: 




Members of Sigma Psi Delta include (front row, from left) Historian Ana Keren Carretero, Vice President Sherry 
Negrete, President Janeth Robles, Secretary Paulina Mendoza and Parliamentarian Corinna Reyna. Back row: 
Treasurer Andrea Heier, Kaitlin Lara, Brittney Moreno, Sophie Cantu and Justine Fernandez.
  Club Spotlight 
Arturo Guerra, but has not yet 
been appointed by the senate.
During committee reports, 
College of Nursing Senator 
Karen Marie Zamora talked 
about a survey on the Second 
Amendment (the right to bear 
arms), which was conducted 
Sept. 17 as part of the 
Constitution Day observance.
“We surveyed a bunch of 
people about what they thought 
about the Second Amendment 
and what they felt about it, if 
they felt secure with people 
carrying guns. … They felt 
pretty unsafe,” Zamora said. 
Karla Lozoya, SGA vice 
president of administration, 
said a study done by the Psi 
Chi student organization, 
found similar results.
The next SGA meeting will 
be held at 8:15 a.m. Tuesday 
in Student Union 2.16.
SENATE
Continued from Page 2
Louis K. Falk presented the 
first workshop, “Résumé 
Building,” on Sept. 19.
Falk is tentatively scheduled 
to conduct the second 
résumé workshop from 
noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday.
During the week of Oct. 15, 
Capital One Bank is scheduled 
to offer advice on credit 
building and financial literacy.
Also scheduled are a Teacher 
Retirement System presentation 
and a workshop on how to 
manage the stress of change.
Benson said it is important 
for staff and faculty to know 
that as employees of the 
university they are offered 
counseling services through EAP.
“If you’re having a difficult 
time with the stress of 
everything, the anticipation of 
the changes that are needed to be 
made, you can get free services 
through them as well,” she said.
Faculty and staff are encouraged 
to come in with their lunch at 
noon, conduct a job search, build 
a résumé and take advantage 
of the services provided.
The department is 
beginning to create a calendar 
of events with professional 
development workshops to 
assist employees during this 
difficult time, Benson said.
To date, 88 faculty members 
have received notice that they will 
be laid off, according to Michael 
Putegnat, executive director for 
South Texas Academic Programs 
for the University of Texas System.
Of those, 70 accepted a 
voluntary separation incentive 
ranging from $5,000 to $15,000, 
depending on tenure status.
Their last work day 
will be May 13, 2013.
“There have been no 
reductions in force (RIFs) of 
staff related to the separation 
of UTB and TSC,” Putegnat told 
The Collegian via e-mail last 
Wednesday. “The process for 
identifying staff for RIF has not 
yet begun. It is not expected to 
begin before January 2013.”
Compensation arrangements 
for staff are being discussed but no 
decisions have been made, he said.
HAND
Continued from Page 2
Representatives of 54 
companies and government 
agencies will recruit 
prospective employees 
during the All Majors Job 
Fair, scheduled from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salón.
Jaime Villanueva, a student 
relations coordinator for 
UTB/TSC’s Career Services 
Department, which is hosting 
the event, said recruiters 
include Aflac, the Austin 
Police Department, Baptist 
Health System, Clear Channel 
Media & Entertainment, 
as well as the FBI. 
Villanueva said about 
400 students attend 
the job fair every year.
 “The No. 1 thing 
employers look for [in a 
potential employee] is great 
communication skills but 
written as well,” he said.
Career Services recommends 
UTB/TSC students of all 
classifications attend the job fair.
“I recommend from freshmen 
to seniors,” Villanueva said. 
“What better way to build 
your network by going to 
the job fair year to year.”
After the job fair, 
representatives from the 
U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management will conduct an 
information session at 2:30 
p.m. in the Student Union’s 
Salón Bougainvillea, where they 
will mentor students on how to 
apply for government positions 
and also discuss internships 
with the U.S. government.
Villanueva advises students 
to have a résumé ready to 
present to potential employers.
“A résumé cannot be 
completed in one day,” he 
said.  You’ll have a starter 
résumé, but you have to grow 
that résumé every year. These 
recruiters want to see that 
you’re involved [on campus]. 
A good résumé is a reflection 
of what you accomplished.”
Students can go online 
at www.careers.utb.edu 
to watch videos on how to 
build a good résumé along 
with interviewing tips.
“I do recommend students 
to go into our website. … 
They can see what a résumé 
should look like and what 
interview skills they should 
incorporate,” Villanueva said.
For more information 
on the job fair, call Career 
Services at 882-5627.
Your future is waiting
All majors job fair set Wednesday
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN
 While everyone is in the 
midst of studying for their 
midterms, fraternities and 
sororities across campus are 
getting ready to fight for the 
Greek Cup during activities 
planned to celebrate Greek 
Week, which kicks off today.
Sponsored by the Greek 
Council and Student 
Life, the university’s first 
Greek Week will feature 
friendly competition 
among organizations.
“We will celebrate it 
because we realized that 
there are several Greek 
organizations on campus 
and we decided that we 
are stronger together 
than we are apart,” said 
Greek Council President 
Rolando Ocañas. 
By winning competitions, 
organizations will earn 
points toward their 
overall total. The team 
that accumulates the most 
points at the end of the week 
will win the Greek Cup. 
The events planned 
are as follows:
--Smash ’n’ Bash, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. today on 
the Student Union lawn.
“We will have a car in 
the Student Union lawn 
and students are welcome 
to give a donation and, in 
return, they will have the 
opportunity to smash the 
car,” Ocañas said. “The 
donations will go to the St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital.”
--flag football, 5 p.m. 
today at the REK Center;
--Trivia Bowl, 
1-2:30 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Student Union.
“The Trivia Bowl will 
consist of general trivia, 
UTB history and Greek 
mythology,” he said.
--Volleyball game, 6 
p.m. in the REK Center;
--kayak race, 5 p.m. 
Wednesday in the 
Fort Brown Resaca;
--tailgate party at soccer 
game, 3 p.m. Thursday;
--obstacle course across 
campus, noon-3 p.m. Friday;
--and the Greek Sing, 
7 p.m. Friday in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall.
“The Greek Sing is a three-
part talent show,” Ocañas 
said. “[It consists of] musical 
performance, skit and step, 
a traditional Greek dance.”
The winners will be 
announced at the end 
of the talent show.
Only members of Greek 
student organizations are 
allowed to participate; 
however, the activities 
will be open to the public. 
“Everyone is invited 
to come to the activities 
during the week, where 
we will have $600 worth 
of food,” Ocañas said.
Battle of the Greeks 




Members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon student organization are shown 
at Orange Crush earlier this semester.
CourtESy photo
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Grande Valley native, said she 
understands TSC’s vision.
“I am the daughter of a 
migrant worker, worked the 
fields myself, so I know the 
value of an education and what 
an education can do to change 
the trajectory of anyone’s life,” 
Herrera-Alaniz said. “I went 
from the fields to the board 
room, I’ve served many roles 
at Pearson, so I definitely 
understand the needs of the 
community and what you are 
trying to do here.” 
She said Pearson is a $9 
billion company that is the 
leading learning company and 
has offices in 60 countries 
educating 130 million people 
worldwide. 
“We are providing Texas 
Southmost College a 
comprehensive digital- and 
technology-based solution in 
the form of course materials, 
academic tech support and for 
a cost that is currently less than 
what students typically pay 
for a printed used textbook,” 
Herrera-Alaniz said.
She said TSC will have the 
ability “to build legacy courses, 
master courses, so that you 
can create learning outcomes 
that can be used later for 
accreditation. … We’re going 
to help with the custom design 
of up to 10 courses specifically 
focused on developmental 
education.
“In addition to that, we will 
provide for the institution: 
learning studio, Smart 
Thinking tutorial service, 
instruction education for 
faculty development, project 
management, marketing 
programs, and faculty and staff 
training on all content that we 
are proving.”
Herrera-Alaniz said students 
will receive immediate digital 
delivery of textbooks.
“The day the student enters 
their class, they will have their 
materials already. They don’t 
have to go to a bookstore to 
purchase the materials, they 
will not have to reach out 
anywhere, they are going to 
have their materials from day 
one,” she said.
Pearson promises to provide 
students with access to its 
technology-based learning 
systems for homework and 
assessment for all courses with 
My Labs available. Students 
will be able to connect to online 
courses and hybrid courses, 
and will have access to the 
Smart Thinking online service. 
“Pearson is going to spend 
$800,000… We are not getting 
any money up-front for any of 
the services because we will 
not be successful unless you 
are successful, that is how tight 
this partnership is,” Herrera-
Alaniz said. 
The cost for this would be 
$95 for a face-to-face class or 
$100 for a hybrid course. 
“Textbooks will be delivered 
in eBook format,” she said. 
“They will be deployed in our 
grading management system. 
They will be on the eReader, 
which will allow students to 
take notes and share notes, and 
in addition to that, they will 
be able to do search on their 
eBooks.” 
Tercero said one of the 
benefits of the program is that 
“when a student starts saying I 
want to go to college and I want 
to go to TSC, they don’t have 
to wonder how much their 
textbook is going to cost; they 
know that it’s going to be $100 
or less, very simple.” 
In other business, trustees 
honored the late Albert A. 
Besteiro, who served as 
president of TSC from 1977 to 
1985.
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Freshman elections
The Student Government 
Association will conduct 
elections for freshman 
representatives today and 
Tuesday via Blackboard. 
Students can log in to their 
Blackboard account and vote 
for their choice to represent 
the freshman class. For more 
information, call SGA Advisers 
David Marquez at 882-5034 or 
Heather Olague at 882-5775.
Greek Week
The Greek Council and 
Office of Student Life will 
host Greek Week today until 
Friday. The fraternities and 
sororities will compete against 
each other daily in events such 
as sporting tournaments, a trivia 
bowl and a philanthropy project. 
The Greek Cup will be awarded 
to the winner at the Greek Sing 
Finale on Friday. For more 
information, call Greek Council 
President Rolando Ocañas 
at 371-4275 or the Office of 
Student Life at 882-5138.
monday niGht Physics
Matt Benacquista, a 
professor in the Physics and 
Astronomy Department, 
will present a lecture titled 
“Giant Throbbing Stars! 
Searching for RR Lyrae 
Stars in Globular Clusters” 
from 7 to 8 tonight in SET-B 
3.232. Admission is free. The 
presentation is part of the 
Monday Night Physics 
Lecture Series. For more 
information, call 882-6655.
toastmasters international
The Oliveira Library Society 
will present Toastmasters 
International from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday in Oliveira 
Library Room 114. This event 
will demonstrate how to develop 
better communication, 
presenting and leadership 
skills. Admission is free and 
the event is open to the public. 
For more information, contact 
Event and Exhibit Coordinator 
Milagro Hernandez at 
882-7130 or via e-mail at 
milagro.hernandez@utb.edu. 
FindinG your career Passion
The Student Success Center 
will host a workshop titled 
“Finding Your Career 
Passion” from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday in Tandy Hall 
113. This workshop will help 
students identify their skills 
and help them think about 
a career they would like to 
pursue. For more information, 
contact Career Counselor 
Monica Hernandez at 
882-8292 or e-mail monica.
h e r n a n d e z @ u t b . e d u .
Game on
The Office of Student Life 
kicks off the athletic season 
with a parade, spirit rally and 
picnic at 11 a.m. Thursday in the 
Village at Fort Brown parking 
lot. Student organizations, 
faculty and staff can participate 
in the parade and can bring their 
own golf carts, bikes and any 
other vehicle of choice. A $1oo 
cash prize will be awarded to 
the student organization 
that shows the most spirit and a 
pizza party for 20 people will 
be awarded to the most spirited 
UTB/TSC department or 
office. To enter, pre-register 
at http://utbtscgameon.
eventbrite.com.  For more 
information, call 882-5138. 
liberal arts lecture
Lyon Rathbun, a professor 
in the English Department, will 
present a review of Robert 
Bellah’s “Religion in Human 
Evolution” from 12:10 to 1:30 
p.m. Thursday in the faculty 
study at the Sculpture Garden. 
The lecture is part of the College 
of Liberal Arts Faculty 
Symposium. For more 
information, call 882-8245.
death by PoWerPoint
The Student Success Center 
will sponsor a workshop titled 
“Death by PowerPoint” 
from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Thursday 
in Tandy Hall 114. For more 
information, call the Student 
Success Center at 882-8292.
manaGinG your social identity
The Student Success Center 
will sponsor a workshop 
titled “Managing Your 
Social Identity: from 
Duckyface to Gameface” 
from noon to 1 p.m. Friday 
in North Hall 221. For more 
information, call the Student 
Success Center at 882-8292.
WeddinG Gala
Rancho Viejo Resort & 
Country Club will host its 
first annual wedding gala 
from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday at 
1 Rancho Viejo Dr. in Rancho 
Viejo. Admission is free, but 
vendors interested in advertising 
at this event must pay a $100 fee. 
For more information, contact 
Director of Sales and Marketing 
Connie Hensley at 350-4000.
neW rek center hours
The Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center has 
changed its hours of operation: 
It is now open from 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. The 
center is closed on Sunday. 
Pool hours are 6:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Saturday. Family hours 
are 4 to 8 p.m. Friday and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. Field 
hours are 5 to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For more 
information, call 882-5972. 
museum oF Fine art Gala
The Brownsville Museum 
of Fine Art will host its sixth 
annual gala at 7 p.m. Oct. 26. 
Renowned sculptor Javier 
Marín and distinguished artist 
Marcela Argüelles Lawler 
will be present at the event. 
Tickets are available online at 
$100 for the public and $90 
for BMFA members. For more 
information, call 542-0941.
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 Look for us.
Like us! 
Name:  María Luisa Pacheco 
Hometown: Matamoros, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico.
Degrees:  Bachelor’s and 
master’s of arts in English 
with a minor in Spanish from 
Pan American University at 
Brownsville, now UT-Pan 
American.
Number of years working 
at UTB/TSC:  11, but not 
consecutively.
Teaches: World Literature, 
Composition I and II, Remedial 
Skills I and II.
Objective of class:  “To 
help students become critical 
thinkers, writers and readers.”
Favorite subject: World 
Literature.
Hobbies: Reading and 
traveling.
Achievements: Pacheco 
recently was recognized with 
a five-year service award from 
UTB/TSC.
Previous occupations:  
She taught beginner Spanish 
for grades one through six at 
Episcopal Day School, taught 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
Spanish Language, AP Spanish 
Literature and English at Saint 
Joseph Academy, and taught 
Old English at Huairou Yi 
zhong (No. 1 High School) in 
Beijing, China. 
What advice would you 
give a student who is 
pursuing the same career 
you are? “That they need to 
love it, because it is a privilege 
and a position which involves a 
lot of responsibility in order to 
help minds develop.”





Continued from Page 1
Cinco de nueve estudiantes de 
primer año podrán ser electos 
para ocupar los cinco puestos 
disponibles en el senado de 
la Asociación del Gobierno 
Estudiantil (SGA, por sus siglas 
en inglés).
Solamente los estudiantes de 
primer año están invitados a 
votar en estas elecciones, que 
dieron inicio hoy a las 8 a.m. 
y concluirán el martes a las 4 
p.m. vía Blackboard.
Los postulados para los cargos 
son Rafael A. Chico, George 
A. García, Christian Gonzales, 
Kimberly Guajardo, Jéssica 
Guzmán, Déborah Herrera, 
Elizabeth Hurtado, Jacqueline 
Lee y Virginia Sauceda.
El senado actualmente está 
formado por 19 miembros; 
además de los disponibles 
para los de primer año, hay 
12 puestos que permanecen 
vacantes: dos para School of 
Business, dos para College of 
Nursing, tres para College of 
Education, uno para College of 
Biomedical Sciences and Health 
Professions, dos para senadores 
graduados y dos para senadores 
por acumulación.
Durante la reunión del 
pasado martes, SGA aprobó 
dos acuerdos sobre los eventos 
Rock the Vote y Winter Bash.
La resolución No. 5 autoriza 
la donación de $300 para cubrir 
los costos de la comida y otros 
artículos para el programa Rock 
the Vote que tendrá lugar el 3 
de octubre y será patrocinado 
por Student Life.
Los miembros de SGA serán 
voluntarios en este evento 
que trata promover en los 
estudiantes la cultura del voto. 
Esto se llevará a cabo en el patio 
de Student Union.
El senado también acordó, 
en la resolución No. 6, que los 
gastos de comida, decoraciones 
y otros artículos requeridos 
para Winter Bash, no deberán 
superar los $550. En esta 
actividad se colectarán juguetes 
y cobijas para los necesitados 
durante la época navideña.
En el segmento Let Your Voice 
be Heard de la reunión, Audrey 
Viguier, profesora del Modern 
Languages Department, 
expresó su interés por unirse a 
la Suprema Corte Estudiantil de 
SGA como juez.
“Estoy haciendo una solicitud 
para ser parte de la Suprema 
Corte del gobierno estudiantil… 
Me emocionaría mucho ser 
parte de esto”, dijo Viguier.
El coordinador de Judicial 
Affairs y asesor de SGA 
David Márquez, dijo a The 
Collegian que la Suprema Corte 
Estudiantil consta de cuatro 
estudiantes y un maestro que 
fungen como jueces.
Durante el informe del 
comité, la senadora que 
representa a College of Nursing, 
Karen Marie Zamora, habló 
acerca de una encuesta sobre la 
segunda enmienda (el derecho 
a portar armas), que se llevó a 
cabo el 17 de septiembre como 
parte del Día de la Constitución.
“Encuestamos a un grupo de 
personas acerca de su opinión 
sobre la segunda enmienda y 
cómo se sienten al respecto, si 
se sienten seguros con personas 
que portan un arma… Dijeron 
sentirse inseguros”, dijo 
Zamora.
Karla Lozoya, vicepresidente 
de la administración, dijo 
que un estudio hecho por la 
organización estudiantil Psi Chi, 
ofreció resultados similares.
La siguiente reunión de SGA 
se llevará a cabo el martes a las 
8:15 a.m. en Student Union.
Estudiante 
de hoy
Nombre: Elizabeth M. Charles 
Edad: 22 años
Especialidad: Mercadotecnia y 
desarrollo empresarial
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año




Pasatiempos: “Leer, escribir, escuchar 
música, ir al gimnasio y crear propaganda 
para nuevas corporaciones”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Graduarme 
con una licenciatura en mercadotecnia 
y obtener la maestría en publicidad en 
Rice University”.
¿Por qué escogiste esta 
especialidad? “La escogí debido a  que 
ofrece muchas oportunidades de trabajo. 
De ser posible, en el futuro, me gustaría 
trabajar en alguna de estas ciudades: 
Beijing, Nueva York o San Francisco”.  
¿Quién es tu inspiración o modelo 
a seguir? “Mi abuela porque, a 
pesar de que ella no tuvo una carrera 
universitaria, siempre me presiona para 
obtener no sólo la carrera, sino también 
la maestría”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? 
“Trabajar  como consultora de 
mercadotecnia en una gran compañía 
como Procter & Gamble”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar? 
“Usualmente estudio en el último 
minuto, porque trabajo mejor bajo 
presión”. 
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los 
alumnos de nuevo ingreso? “Que 
no posterguen las  cosas porque, aunque 
creen que las van a terminar, no es así. 
Esto no es como la preparatoria, todo lo 
que ven en la universidad, lo crean o no, 
les va a servir en un futuro”.
Anécdota: “Como solía trabajar para 
una agencia de mercadotecnia en la Isla 
del Padre, me pidieron que promoviera 
sus servicios turísticos. Para esto, 
tenía que andar en ‘bikini’ repartiendo 
volantes. De pronto, un joven se acercó a 
mí creyendo que promovía ‘otro tipo de 
servicios’  y me pidió que pasara tiempo 
de caridad con él, por supuesto que me 
negué y le expliqué que era promotora 
de turismo”.
--Recopilado por Eréndira Santillana 
Eréndira Santillana/Collegian
Hoy comienzan las elecciones de SGA
9 alumnos de primer año compiten por 5 posiciones en el gobierno estudiantil
Por Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN 







sus apuntes el 
jueves pasado en 
la Sala de Student 
Union.
NOTICIAS EN ESPAÑOL
Mientras todos están 
preocupados porque se acercan 
los exámenes parciales, las 
hermandades y fraternidades 
del campus se están alistando 
para competir por la Copa 
Griega durante las actividades 
planeadas para celebrar la 
Semana Griega, que comienza 
hoy.
Patrocinada por el Greek 
Council y Student Life, la 
Semana Griega consiste en 
cinco días de actividades y 
competencias amistosas entre 
las organizaciones estudiantiles 
griegas.
“La vamos a celebrar porque 
nos dimos cuenta de que hay 
muchas organizaciones griegas 
en el campus y decidimos que 
unidos somos más fuertes que 
estando separados”, dijo el 
presidente del Greek Council, 
Rolando Ocañas.
A los ganadores de cada 
competencia se les otorgarán 
puntos que se irán sumando. El 
equipo que acumule la mayor 
cantidad de puntos al final de 
la semana, será el ganador de la 
Copa Griega.
Los eventos planeados para 
esta semana son los siguientes:
--Smash ’n’ Bash  de 10 a.m. a 
4 p.m. hoy en el patio de Student 
Union.
“Tendremos un carro en el 
patio de Student Union para 
que los estudiantes tengan 
la oportunidad de golpear el 
vehículo después de dar una 
donación”, dijo Ocañas. “Las 
donaciones irán destinadas al 
Hospital Infantil St. Jude”.
--futbol americano con 
banderines hoy a las 5 p.m. en el 
REK Center;
--juego de preguntas y 
respuestas, el martes de 1 a 2:30 
p.m. en Student Union.
“El juego de preguntas y 
respuestas consistirá en temas 
de cultura general, historia de 
UTB y mitología griega”, dijo él.
--juego de voleibol a las 6 p.m. 
en el REK Center;
--carreras de kayak el 
miércoles a las 5 p.m. en la 
Resaca;
--picnic en el juego de futbol 
el jueves a las 3 p.m.;
--carrera de obstáculos 
alrededor del campus, el viernes 
desde el mediodía hasta las 3 
p.m.;
--y festival griego a las 7 p.m. 
en SET-B Lecture Hall.
“El festival griego es un show 
de talentos en tres partes”, 
dijo Ocañas. “[Consiste en] 
una presentación personal, un 
bloque de comedia y un baile 
griego llamado step”. 
Los ganadores serán 
anunciados al final del show de 
talentos.
Sólo los miembros de las 
organizaciones griegas pueden 
participar; sin embargo, las 
actividades estarán abiertas al 
público.
“Todos están invitados a 
nuestras actividades durante la 
semana, pues tendremos $600 
en comida para ofrecerles”, 
Ocañas dijo.
Competencias de griegos en el campus
La primera celebración de la Semana Griega en UTB/TSC inicia hoy
Miembros de la Asociación del Gobierno Estudiantil votan para decidir 




Miembros de organizaciones estudiantiles griegas de UTB/TSC.
Foto de Cortesía
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Un pájaro serpiente 
americano (Anhinga 
anhinga) pasa la tarde  
con su amiga la tortuga 
(Trachemys scripta) 
en la resaca ubicada 
entre el edificio de Life 
and Health Sciences 
y Education and 
Business Complex el 
jueves pasado.
Bryan romEro/Collegian
By Dennis Ortiz 
SPORTS EDITOR
The UTB/TSC Volleyball 
Team returns home this 
week to host games against 
Jarvis Christian College at 
4 p.m. and Wiley College 
at 7 p.m. Friday. At 1 p.m. 
Saturday, they will battle 
against Texas College.
Junior outside hitter 
Danica Markovic has been 
named the Red River 
Athletic Conference’s 
Volleyball Player of the 
Week for Sept. 10-16, her 
second award in as many 
weeks. Freshman Katarina 
Bursac has been recognized 
as the RRAC’s Co-Setter of 
the Week.
The UTB/TSC Volleyball 
Team kept its handle on the 
No. 1 ranking in the nation 
after defeating two NCAA 
Division 1 opponents, 
the University of Texas-
Pan American and Texas 
Southern University, on 
Sept. 15 in the UTPA Field 
House.           
  UTB/TSC won Games 2, 
4 and 5 against Pan Am. 
The scores were 25-23,17-
25,25-23,25-27,11-15. Paula 
Barros had 21 digs for UTB/
TSC in the win over UTPA.  
In the match against 
Texas Southern University, 
UTB/TSC won 25-19, 25-21 
and 25-15. Markovic had 13 
kills and Vanja Joksic had 9 
against Texas Southern.  
“I thought we came out 
a little flat all weekend 
long,” Athletics Director 
and Volleyball Coach Todd 
Lowery said of the Field 
House games.  “We didn’t 
play very well against Texas 
Southern, and got a win. 
UTPA came out and played 
very well. [It] seemed like it 
took us a while to get going. 
We’ve just got to find a 
way to be a little bit more 
consistent at the start of 
the match, but overall you 
get two more wins over two 
Division I schools.”
On Friday, team was 
scheduled to play against 
Wayland Baptist University 
in Lubbock and University 
of the Southwest in Hobbs, 
N.M., its first conference 
game. That was followed by 
a match against Lubbock 
Christian University on 
Saturday. Results were not 
available at press time.
Lowery said Lubbock 
Christian “is always a solid 
competition.”  
The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team 
will continue its conference play 
Thursday and Saturday with games 
against University of the Southwest 
and Texas Wesleyan University. 
Both games will start at 1 p.m. on 
the UTB/TSC soccer field.
The team battled University of St. 
Thomas Houston last Thursday and 
Wiley College last Saturday. Results 
were not available. 
UTB/TSC lost 2-0 against 
University of Mobile on Sept. 14 and 
3-2 against No. 4-ranked Belhaven 
University on Sept. 15.
“We learned a lot from these 
games, team captain Jose Galvan 
told The Collegian last Tuesday. 
“We have to learn from our 
mistakes. We lost concentration 
of the [Southwest] game in the 
last three minutes and that’s when 
they scored, and we need to keep 
our concentration during the 90 
minutes. We learned that hard work 
pays off.  For our game against 
Mobile, we have to work harder for 
the ball. We have to work as a team, 
which we didn’t. That cost us the 
game. We learned that we have a 
good team to be there at the top of 
the nation.”
Coach Dan Balaguero said: 
“We struggled a little bit [against 
Mobile]. We never really played well, 
but [against Belhaven], we played 
much better.  The results weren’t 
really what we were looking for, but 
our performance on Saturday was 
good.  I think we’ve learned quite a 
few things . … We’ve played a tough 
non-conference schedule. … We 
can’t lose the ball. … We are where 
we need to be come conference play. 
… Wiley’s going to be a hard game. 
I know they improved from last 
year, so we’re not taking those guys 
lightly.”
Midfielder Oscar Valencia said: 
“They were both really competitive 
teams. They were top ranked in the 
nation and I think we played very 
good both games but we gave two 
mistakes in the first game and they 
cost us. And the second game, it’s a 
really competitive team, too, but we 
couldn’t do anymore.  We play our 
best to win, we always play to win.”




Women’s Soccer Team 
will host the University of 
the Southwest Thursday 
and Texas Wesleyan 
University on Saturday. 
Both conference games 
will be played at 3 p.m. on 
the UTB/TSC soccer field.
Last Saturday, the team 
was in Marshall for its first 
conference game, against 
Wiley College. Results 
were not available.
The team’s record is 
2-3 overall after defeating 
No. 21 Mississippi College 
2 to 1 on Sept. 13 and 
Belhaven University 1-0 
on Sept. 15. 
“I think there were a lot 
of really positive things 
managed to win both 
games, so that’s a really 
positive thing that we 
were looking for out of 
this trip,” Assistant Coach 
Helen Wagstaff said 
about the games.
Leah Russell and 
Nelleke Smits scored 
goals for UTB/TSC 
against Mississippi and 
Russell scored against 
Belhaven.  
“We’re getting better, 
we’re getting there,” 
said Russell.  “If we keep 
performing the way that 
we have so far from the 
past two games…it’s 
looking good for the rest 
of this weekend even for 
the rest of conference, so I 
am very confident that it’s 
going to go well and we’re 
going to get a win.”
Midfielder Sarah 
Regalado agreed with 
Wagstaff.
“These past two games 
were a great improvement 
from the beginning,” 
Regalado said. “We had 
a rough start. … From 
our practices going into 
our games, we improved 
a lot.  As we get into 
our conference [play], 
we should be coming 
in and winning games. 
We improved, hitting 
from our defense to our 
midfield to our offense.”
Women’s 
soccer wins 
first 2 games 
on the road





Mobile and Belhaven beat UTB/TSC
UTB/TSC hopes to stay 
strong going into conference
Outside hitter Danielle Marques and fellow members of UTB/TSC’s 
defending NAIA Volleyball National Championship team train during 
practice last Tuesday in the Garza Gym. The team will play at home 






Who is your favorite athlete? Lionel Messi, 
of the Spanish soccer team, FC Barcelona.
What are your goals for the season: “My 
goals, first of all, are to win conference and, 
second of all, to go to the national tournament 
and try our best to at least get in the top four.”
Who is your role model?  “My role model is 
my mom; she is a single mother. We have been 
through everything, for her to raise me up, it’s 
really difficult. That’s something that I really 
admire of her.”
What do you like to do for fun?  “I like 
listening to music, trying to play the guitar 
now and just hang around with my friends and 
family.”
What is your favorite book?  “My favorite 
book since middle school was called ‘Holes,’ 
[by Louis Sachar]. I thought it was a really good 
book.”
--Compiled by Dennis Ortiz
Michelle espinoza/Collegian
Volleyball team KO’s 2 NCAA opponents
Will host 3 games this weekend; Markovic, Bursac net RRAC awards
Michelle espinoza/Collegian
Orlando Herrera of the 
Kobras and a player from the 
Hustlaz try to catch the ball in 
the first Campus Recreation 
intramurals flag football game 
of the semester last Tuesday 
on the REK Center field. The 
Hustlaz won the game 23-
15. In other matches played 
Tuesday, the Hurricanes 
shut out the Machine 21-
0, the Kobras blanked the 
Hurricanes 21-0 and the 
Hustlaz overcame the Bandits 
27-22, according to Raul 
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